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Disney’s Moana 2 (2024) is more than just another animated sequel — it’s a cultural 
milestone, a record-breaking box office success, and a continuation of one of the most 
beloved journeys in modern animation. With Moana and Maui back on the big screen, the 
film dives deeper into Polynesian heritage, explores uncharted seas, and introduces fresh 
voices to the Disney legacy. This article unpacks every detail — from the production and 
soundtrack to box office milestones and fan reactions. 

 

 

1. What Is Moana 2? 

Moana 2 is the 63rd animated feature in Disney’s official canon and the direct continuation of 
the 2016 classic Moana. The sequel begins three years after Moana’s first voyage, when 
she answered the call of the ocean to restore Te Fiti’s heart. Now, she hears a new ancestral 
call that leads her far beyond her island’s waters, into long-forgotten oceans. 

https://yaseentvapk.com/War%20movie.html


Unlike the first film, where Moana primarily discovered her identity, the sequel positions her 
as a seasoned wayfinder and leader. Her journey this time is not just about self-discovery — 
it’s about responsibility, legacy, and protecting her people from an even greater threat. 

 

2. The Production Story 

The road to Moana 2 was unexpected. Originally, Disney announced that Moana would 
return in a Disney+ series. But midway through development, studio executives realized the 
story’s scale was too large for television. Instead, it was restructured into a full theatrical 
release. 

●​ Directors: David Derrick Jr., Jason Hand, and Dana Ledoux Miller.​
 

●​ Milestone: Dana Ledoux Miller is the first Pacific Islander woman to co-direct a major 
Disney animated film, ensuring authentic representation.​
 

●​ Producer: Christina Chen.​
 

●​ Animation Style: More advanced ocean rendering, upgraded lighting effects, and 
broader landscapes compared to the original film.​
 

 

3. Cast & Voice Actors 

●​ Auliʻi Cravalho — returns as Moana, capturing her growth as both a navigator and 
leader.​
 

●​ Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson — reprises Maui, the demigod, with more humor and 
emotional depth.​
 

●​ Supporting Cast — Introduces new voyagers, rival explorers, and mystical 
characters, expanding the Polynesian mythology.​
 

●​ Cameos — Several cultural advisors and Pasifika voices were included to honor 
regional traditions.​
 

 

4. Release & Record-Breaking Success 



●​ World Premiere: November 21, 2024, in Hawaii.​
 

●​ Theatrical Release: November 27, 2024, across the United States and globally.​
 

Box Office Performance: 

●​ Opening weekend: $389.3 million worldwide, making it the highest opening ever for a 
musical.​
 

●​ Domestic earnings: $460 million in North America.​
 

●​ International earnings: $595 million.​
 

●​ Total gross: $1.05 billion — Disney’s first animated billion-dollar hit since Frozen II.​
 

Trailer Success: 

The teaser trailer released in May 2024 set a Disney animation record, racking up almost 
200 million views in 24 hours. This surge of anticipation positioned the sequel as a cultural 
event before it even hit theaters. 

 

5. Plot Overview & Themes 

Moana, now a more confident wayfinder, receives a call from her ancestors urging her to 
embark on a voyage into uncharted seas. Alongside Maui and a crew of unlikely voyagers, 
she sets out on a mission that challenges her leadership and courage. 

Themes Explored: 

●​ Heritage & ancestry — Moana connects more deeply with her lineage and cultural 
traditions.​
 

●​ Leadership & responsibility — As her island’s chief, she balances duty with 
adventure.​
 

●​ Identity & belonging — The sequel continues Disney’s modern theme of exploring 
who we are beyond expectations.​
 

●​ Environmental harmony — Like the first film, the ocean itself plays a symbolic role in 
balance and sustainability.​
 

Villains & Conflicts: 



●​ The Kakamora (the coconut-clad pirates) return, now with expanded importance.​
 

●​ A mysterious oceanic adversary rises, testing both Moana and Maui’s limits.​
 

 

6. Cultural Authenticity 

One of the film’s greatest strengths is its commitment to Pacific Islander culture. Co-director 
Dana Ledoux Miller drew heavily on her Samoan heritage to ensure accuracy. Polynesian 
languages, chants, and traditional voyaging practices are interwoven throughout the story. 

The film also expands Disney’s Oceanic Story Trust, a group of cultural advisors who worked 
closely with the studio to ensure authentic representation of myths, traditions, and art. 

 

7. Soundtrack & Music 

Unlike the first Moana, Lin-Manuel Miranda did not return to compose songs. Instead, 
Disney brought in: 

●​ Abigail Barlow & Emily Bear — young, Grammy-winning composers mentored by 
Miranda.​
 

●​ Opetaia Foaʻi — returns to incorporate traditional Polynesian sounds.​
 

●​ Mark Mancina — provides orchestral depth, blending Western and island traditions.​
 

Key Notes: 

●​ The soundtrack mixes English lyrics with Polynesian languages for authenticity.​
 

●​ Released November 22, 2024, just before the film’s premiere.​
 

●​ Deluxe edition includes instrumentals and extended orchestral pieces.​
 

While fans praised the musical variety, some noted the songs lacked the “instant classic” feel 
of “How Far I’ll Go.” Still, the music has been celebrated for its authenticity and emotional 
resonance. 

 

8. Disney+ Streaming & Home Release 



●​ Theatrical release: November 27, 2024.​
 

●​ Digital purchase & rental: Early 2025.​
 

●​ Disney+ streaming: March 12, 2025.​
 

This staggered release strategy allowed Disney to maximize box office profits before 
drawing in streaming audiences worldwide. 

 

9. Reviews & Audience Reactions 

Critics (Rotten Tomatoes – ~60%): 

●​ Praised the visuals and cultural depth.​
 

●​ Mixed feedback on pacing and episodic structure.​
 

Audience (Rotten Tomatoes – ~85%): 

●​ Loved the humor, animation, and Moana-Maui dynamic.​
 

●​ Found the film emotionally satisfying, though some missed Miranda’s songwriting 
touch.​
 

Fans especially highlighted: 

●​ Stronger representation of Pasifika voices.​
 

●​ Incredible water animation that surpassed the original.​
 

●​ Deleted scenes (like Moana confronting the Kakamora in a darker sequence) that 
intrigued audiences when revealed in bonus editions.​
 

 

10. Future of the Franchise 

Disney has already confirmed a live-action Moana remake scheduled for July 10, 2026. 
Dwayne Johnson will reprise Maui, though Auliʻi Cravalho chose not to return as live-action 
Moana (she remains as executive producer). 



As for a Moana 3? Disney has not officially announced it. However, the billion-dollar success 
of the sequel makes another animated continuation highly possible. 

 

FAQs 

Q1: When did Moana 2 release?​
 A: November 27, 2024, in theaters; streaming from March 12, 2025. 

Q2: Who directed the film?​
 A: David Derrick Jr., Jason Hand, and Dana Ledoux Miller. 

Q3: Did Lin-Manuel Miranda return?​
 A: No, new composers led the soundtrack. 

Q4: How much did it earn at the box office?​
 A: Over $1.05 billion worldwide. 

Q5: Is there a post-credits scene?​
 A: Yes, hinting at possible future adventures. 

Q6: Will there be more Moana films?​
 A: A live-action remake is confirmed; an animated Moana 3 has not been announced. 

 

Conclusion 

Moana 2 (2024) is a bold sequel that expands the legacy of its predecessor with cultural 
authenticity, dazzling visuals, and record-breaking success. While some critics felt the story 
drifted at times, audiences embraced the return to the ocean. More than just a sequel, 
Moana 2 proves that Disney can honor tradition while crafting stories that resonate with 
global audiences. 

Final Takeaway: Moana’s journey is far from over — and with her continued popularity, she 
remains one of Disney’s most powerful modern icons. 
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