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Nearly 5,000 years after being gifted the powers of the gods, Teth-Adam is awakened in the
fictional Middle Eastern nation of Kahndag. Known as Black Adam, he becomes a
disruptive force in the modern world, where the people see him as a liberator while global
powers view him as a threat. His awakening draws the attention of the Justice Society of
America (JSA)—Hawkman, Dr. Fate, Atom Smasher, and Cyclone—who try to contain his
destructive justice. The real conflict becomes a moral one: who decides what justice looks
like?
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Quick Snapshot
e Director: Jaume Collet-Serra

e Writers: Adam Sztykiel, Rory Haines, Sohrab Noshirvani
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Producers: Dwayne Johnson, Beau Flynn, Hiram Garcia, Dany Garcia

Cast: Dwayne Johnson (Black Adam), Aldis Hodge (Hawkman), Pierce Brosnan (Dr.
Fate), Noah Centineo (Atom Smasher), Quintessa Swindell (Cyclone), Marwan
Kenzari (Sabbac), Sarah Shahi (Adrianna Tomaz), Mo Amer, Viola Davis (Amanda
Waller)

Release: October 21, 2022

Runtime: 125 minutes

Rating: PG-13

Themes

1.

Antiheroism: Black Adam is not a traditional superhero. He is violent,
uncompromising, and willing to kill, challenging the moral lines usually drawn in
comic book movies.

2. Colonialism and sovereignty: Kahndaqg’'s people resent outside interference. The
Justice Society’s intervention mirrors debates about foreign powers policing weaker
nations.

3. Legacy and redemption: Black Adam’s tragic origin—rooted in family loss—shapes
his worldview. The movie asks whether redemption is possible for someone forged in
grief and rage.

Performances

Dwayne Johnson portrays Black Adam with physical dominance and stoicism. His
performance relies less on witty dialogue and more on presence, giving the character
mythic weight.

Pierce Brosnan as Dr. Fate delivers one of the film’s most memorable
performances. His blend of wisdom, melancholy, and power provides gravitas.

Aldis Hodge brings charisma and authority to Hawkman, balancing leadership with
stubbornness.



e Quintessa Swindell adds freshness as Cyclone, combining youthful optimism with
elegance.

e Noah Centineo plays Atom Smasher as comic relief, giving the team lighter
moments.

Strengths
e Strong introduction of JSA characters into the DC cinematic world.
e High-energy action sequences with large-scale battles.

e Commitment to portraying Black Adam as morally gray rather than softening him into
a conventional hero.

e Strong chemistry between Johnson and Brosnan/Hodge, creating compelling power
dynamics.

Weaknesses
e A thin, predictable script with little nuance for supporting characters.
e Overreliance on CGl, often overshadowing story beats.
e Inconsistent pacing—Ilong stretches of exposition broken by sudden bursts of action.

e Despite introducing the JSA, many of its members feel underdeveloped.

Box Office and Reception
e Opening weekend (US): $67 million
e Worldwide total: Around $393 million

e Budget: Roughly $200 million (plus significant marketing costs)



e Profitability: Despite strong openings, it struggled to break even once expenses
were factored in.

Critical reception: Mixed to negative, with many pointing to weak storytelling and CGl
overload.

Audience reaction: More positive, praising Johnson’s performance, the spectacle, and the
antihero tone.

Production Background

Dwayne Johnson pursued this role for over a decade. Originally, Black Adam was supposed
to appear in a Shazam! film, but Johnson fought for a standalone story to emphasize the
character’s darker edges. The film was designed as a springboard to expand DC’s universe
by introducing the Justice Society, while also teasing larger crossover potential.

Sequel and Future

Although Black Adam was meant to kickstart a new corner of the DC Universe, leadership
changes at DC Studios in late 2022 shifted priorities. Plans for a direct sequel have been
paused, and while Johnson has left the door open for future appearances, the character
currently has no confirmed projects.

Overall Verdict

Black Adam is a bold swing for DC, attempting to anchor a blockbuster around a morally
gray antihero rather than a classic superhero. It succeeds in spectacle and charisma but falls
short in narrative depth and cohesion. For fans, it delivered thrilling action and fresh
characters, but for critics, it underscored DC'’s struggle to balance tone and storytelling.

Bottom line: A flawed but ambitious film, memorable mainly for Dwayne Johnson’s
larger-than-life presence and the introduction of Dr. Fate and the Justice Society.

FAQs

Is Black Adam a hero or villain?
He’s an antihero—neither purely good nor purely evil. His justice is harsh, often violent, and
rooted in protecting his people above all else.



Was the movie successful financially?
It earned nearly $400 million worldwide, which was strong but not enough to guarantee
profitability after production and marketing costs.

Why didn’t it get a sequel immediately?
Leadership changes at DC Studios reprioritized projects. Black Adam isn’t part of the first
new DC chapter.

What'’s unique about this movie compared to other DC films?
It explores moral ambiguity, anti-colonial themes, and showcases a new superhero team
(the Justice Society).

Who stood out the most besides Black Adam?
Pierce Brosnan as Dr. Fate received the most praise for his depth and gravitas.
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