
What Are the Different Types of Blades for a Table 
Saw and Their Uses? 

 

If you've ever run a perfectly good piece of timber through a table saw and ended up with a 
splintered, rough-cut finish, chances are the blade was the problem—not the machine. A 
table saw is only as effective as the blade mounted on it. Whether you're working with 
hardwood, softwood, plywood, or engineered panels, the right blade makes all the 
difference in precision, finish quality, and safety. 

In the UAE's booming construction and woodworking sector, professionals rely heavily on a 
high-performance wood cutter machine to meet tight project deadlines. At Afro Gulf, one 
of the leading industrial tool suppliers in the UAE, we've seen firsthand how the right blade 
selection can transform both output quality and operational efficiency. This guide breaks 
down the key types of table saw blades and when to use each one. 

https://afrogulf.com/wood-cutting-saw-machine-suppliers/


1. Rip Blades — Built for Speed Along the Grain 

Rip blades are designed to cut with the grain of the wood, known as a rip cut. They typically 
feature 24 large teeth with deep gullets (the space between teeth) that efficiently clear out 
sawdust while cutting quickly through solid lumber. 

Best for: Solid hardwood and softwood ripping, rough lumber preparation Tooth count: 
16–24 teeth Finish: Slightly rough — ideal when further sanding or planing is planned 

2. Crosscut Blades — Precision Against the Grain 

Where rip blades are about speed, crosscut blades are about precision and finish. They have 
more teeth (usually 60–80) with a negative or steep hook angle to slice cleanly across wood 
fibers without tearing. 

Best for: Cutting across the grain, trimming boards to length, finish carpentry Tooth count: 
60–80 teeth Finish: Clean, smooth edges with minimal tear-out 

3. Combination Blades — The All-Rounder 

Don't want to swap blades for every cut? A combination blade does both rip and crosscut 
work with reasonable quality. Most feature a 50-tooth ATB+R (Alternating Top Bevel + 
Raker) tooth design that balances speed and finish. 

Best for: General woodworking shops, mixed-material cutting, quick-turnaround jobs 
Tooth count: 40–50 teeth Finish: Good quality—a reliable everyday blade for any wood 
cutter machine 

4. Dado Blades — Grooves and Rabbets Made Easy 

Dado blades are actually a set of blades used together to cut wide grooves (dados) or 
stepped cuts (rabbets) in a single pass. They come in two types: stacked dado sets and 
wobble dado blades. 

Best for: Cabinet making, shelving joints, furniture construction Tooth count: Varies by 
configuration Note: Not all table saws support dado blades—check arbor length and 
compatibility 

5. Plywood and Sheet Goods Blades—Tear-Out Free Cuts 



Plywood and engineered boards like MDF and melamine require a blade with very fine 
teeth and a high tooth count (80–100 teeth). These blades reduce chip-out on the top and 
bottom veneer layers, which is critical for finished panel products. 

Best for: Plywood, MDF, laminate, melamine-coated boards Tooth count: 80–100 teeth 
Finish: Ultra-smooth, splinter-free cuts 

6. Thin-Kerf Blades — Maximizing Yield 

A thin-kerf blade removes less material per cut, which means less wasted wood and less 
strain on your motor. These are especially popular in production environments where 
material cost is a major factor. 

Best for: Smaller table saws, maximizing timber yield, production woodworking Tooth 
count: Varies Benefit: Reduced waste, lower machine load, longer blade life 

How to Choose the Right Blade 

When selecting a blade for your wood cutter machine, consider these four factors: 

●​ Material type — hardwood, softwood, plywood, or composite 
●​ Cut direction — rip, crosscut, or dado 
●​ Finish requirement — rough cut or fine finish 
●​ Machine compatibility — arbor size, blade diameter (10" or 12"), and RPM rating 

Investing in the right blade for the right job protects your material, prolongs your machine's 
life, and ensures operator safety. 

Conclusion 

Table saw blades are not one-size-fits-all. From rip cuts on solid oak to ultra-clean slices 
through melamine panels, each blade type serves a distinct purpose. Understanding these 
differences is what separates a seasoned woodworker from one who constantly battles 
poor cuts and material waste. 

At Afro Gulf, we stock a comprehensive range of table saw blades and industrial-grade 
wood cutter machines suited for every application—from small carpentry workshops to 
large-scale manufacturing units. As one of the most trusted industrial tools suppliers in 
UAE, Afro Gulf is committed to providing quality tools that deliver consistent, professional 
results. 

https://afrogulf.com/
https://afrogulf.com/


Ready to upgrade your cutting setup? Visit Afro Gulf today and let our expert team help 
you find the perfect blade and machine for your specific needs. 

 

 

https://afrogulf.com/contact/
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